
Cllr Richard Platt – Member for Alton Westbrooke – written submission for Cala 

application. 
 

Alton’s long history is summed up in this important town centre site and for not just the residents of 

Westbrooke ward, but the entire population of Alton it is important that we get this development 

right.  As a brownfield site it is ripe for development given the fact that the current visual state of 

the site is less than appealing and the town welcomes redevelopment of the site.  I am pleased that 

the developers have taken time to consult the public and various local groups, including the Town 

Council.  It would appear that the consultations have taken many points into consideration with the 

various amendments made from the original submission. 

There is a feeling in the town of ‘not more housing, not another retirement home’ and I understand 

that this is a source of frustration for Altonians.  This brownfield site is ideal for housing, and in 

terms of the large retirement dwelling it is not for the planning committee to question the use of the 

site but it is regrettable that discussions with hoteliers were not fruitful in respect to the inclusion of 

a modern hotel that could have helped to fulfil the broader needs of the town’s tourism vision.  

This former industrial site will be transformed by this development. It will be great to have the River 

Wey opened up and accessible to the entire town via a shared cycle path and footpath leading to the 

town centre at one end and Kings Pond at the other, I am sure this route will be well used and once 

established very attractive.   

I am pleased to see a commitment to 40% affordable homes on the site, in particular the focus on 

smaller apartment living, of which there is a gap in the locality, however it would have been good to 

have a broader mix of dwelling under the affordable banner. 

The development gives a nod to the heritage of the site and towns brewing history, and the 

retention of Culverton House is welcomed. 

Traffic and road safety remains of concern to me.  I welcome the puffin crossing on Draymans Way 

and the improved access arrangements to the Manor Car Park.  However I am concerned about the 

main access arrangements to the residential portion of the site and the impact on traffic joining 

Lower Turk Street with respect to the current one way priority system under the railway bridge.  

Currently traffic has priority heading out of town, and I fear that unwittingly residents turning left 

from the site may be caught head on by motorists driving at speed from Ashdell Road who will have 

proceeded because there was no vehicle in view at that time.  I am also perplexed that despite a 

number of new developments in this area, including provision for the elderly, there still remains no 

safe crossing point on Lower Turk street or Ashdell Road to facilitate pedestrian safe crossing.  

Committee should be mindful of this issue. 

Concerned residents from Kingsmead to the north of the site have contacted me about their concern 

that their private road will become a main pedestrian access point to the site.   I question whether 

this is a suitable location for a public right of way given the fact it is an unadopted road with no 

pavement or street lighting.  The loss of already overstretched parking for residents will be 

exacerbated by the development which means resident parking will be lost through the 

establishment of an access staircase.  This combined with the lack of onsite visitor parking is of 

overall concern to me as ward councillor, especially given proximity to the station. I urge committee 

to consider this issue carefully.  



Furthermore, it is lamentable that the town centre location development did not see appropriate to 

seek to build a replacement for the current community centre, is this a missed opportunity? It is 

certainly a unique opportunity, which I feel should have been further explored.  The proposed 

community hub is not intended as a replacement for the town’s current community facilities, and as 

such is welcomed.  However, the lack of dedicated parking for the facility does concern me 

somewhat. There is also the outstanding issue relating to the ultimate ownership and management 

of the community hub which I would like to see addressed soon. 

My greatest concern however is at the lack of ambition with regard to environmental standards that 

the site proposes to deliver.  This really could have been an exemplar site, instead we are looking at 

proposals for heating systems and energy requirements that will be outdated almost as soon as they 

are built. I would press committee to explore how the development could look at enhancing its 

green credentials not only for the benefit of any future residents but for the town of a whole. 

Additionally, there is much local desire to restore the River Wey to a more natural state that 

supports local river wildlife. In my mind, this development presents a once in a lifetime opportunity 

to do that for this part of the river, but unfortunately the plans currently do not support this 

objective. This is summed up in the Environment Agencies report dated 10 November 2020 and I 

would urge committee members to consider this in their deliberations. I would also like to see a silt 

trap installed in a suitable location on the site to protect the environment at nearby Kings Pond and 

to support wildlife downstream. 

Overall the application presents a good opportunity to redevelop a central brownfield site, I have 

reservations as to whether the application fulfils all the requirements this prominent site has to 

offer. Should this application be successful, I would welcome the establishment of a liaison group to 

monitor developments on the site with local residents. 

 


